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Potable water machines

Continued from Pg 1

Excel’s machines are prowv-
ing to be popular in the Wid-
dle East.

And back in April 2001,
Mr Hisham had appointed a
Singapore distributor, HLM
Holdings International Pte
Ltd, to penetrate the two
huge Asian markets of Chi-
na and India.

It won't be long before he
sets his sights on Indonesia
and Malayvsia as well.

Mr Hisham was bormn
and raised in Alexandria,
Egvpt, where life was hard,
and people had to fight for a
place in the gueue to fetch
water from the public tap.

When he grew up, he
travelled around the world
and saw how many coun-
tries have to struggle with
their water problems.

He was convinced that
water would be a big prob-
lem one day for many coun-
tries. "That's why 1 started
selling water filters in 1988.
It's more than the money. 1

wanted to do something to
help,”” he said.

He then mowved to the TS
and settled down. In 1997, he
was introduced to Richard
Ehrlich, the American in-
ventor and patent holder of
a water-making machine. In
September that vear, Mr
Hisham bought over the ex-
clusive rights to make and
distribute the machine.

With the help of the Uni-
versity of Marvland, Mr
Hisham further developed
the technology and secured
additional patents. In May
2001, he signed uap Whirl-
pool Corp, one of the world's
largest appliance manufac-
turers, to mass produce the
water-maker, which comes
in two main models.

The WaterFinder is a
handy, personal unit. It can
make five gallons of drink-
ing water a day.

with the help of a refrig-
eration system. it extracts
moisture from the air and
condenses it. An air filter
ensures that the water is

kept dust and gas-free. The
unit can last up to sewven
vears. It can be powered by
electricity, gas or diesel. So-
lar-powered versions are al-
s0 being developed.

A bigger unit for induas-
trial use, using the same
technology. is called the
Aguasphere, It can make up
to 10,000 gallons of purified
water a dayv.
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The Philippine Congress, which of
works in a way that blends the Asne
can penchant for litigation with
Spanish sense of pride, could resor
drastic action if Mr Wee decides no
appear before its committee.
“Today it's a polite request. Tom
row it might be a subpoens to apm
before court,” said a Filipino lawwye
A subpoena issued in the Phil
pines might have little effect in Sin
pore, Indeed, Mr Wee could proba




